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The mission of the Children's Defense
Fund is to Leave No Child Behind and
to ensure every child a Healthy Start, a
Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start,
and a Moral Start in life and successful
passage to adulthood with the help of
caring families and communities.

CDF provides a strong, effective
voice for all the children of America
who cannot vote, lobby, or speak for
themselves. We pay particular atten-
tion to the needs of poor and minority
children and those with disabilities.
CDF educates the nation about the
needs of children and encourages
preventive investment before children
get sick or into trouble, drop out of

school, or suffer family breakdown.

CDF began in 1973 and is a private,
nonprofit organization supported by
foundations, corporation grants and
individual donations and does not
accept government funds. In 1985, CDF
established the St. Paul office to direct

its efforts in Minnesota.
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Clear Vision Needed to Get Results

for Children in 2008

BY JIM KOPPEL

onsider this for a

moment. There are

50,000 Minnesota
children under the age of 5
living in poverty. When a
child in poverty reaches
school age, they are on
average 18 months behind developmentally.

What in the world do we expect to happen to

these children? Failure awaits so many of them and
their failure shows up in school drop out rates,
long-term health problems, criminal activity,
incarceration, lost productivity, and our loss as a
society. It is also very costly to address these
problems when children are older.

Minnesota’s child poverty rates have risen
quickly in this decade, and now 12 percent of our
children live under the poverty line. The eight
counties with the highest rates of poverty are all in
greater Minnesota so it is not only an inner-city
urban problem. It affects every Minnesota county,
and is a condition that we should find intolerable
for any child anywhere in our state.

It is time for clearer vision, forceful action and
better results. Our future depends on it.

Our elected official—both here in Minnesota
and in Washington, D.C.— have begun to realize
we can't continue to neglect children and their
families. They have slowed the devastating cuts
that have increased our poverty rates and have left

Appeal, to page 5

CDF LAUNCHES ‘BRIDGE TO BENEFITS’ PROJECT: Mmore than 60 people were
on hand recently for the successful launch of CDF Minnesota’s new “Bridge to Benefits” project.
CDF Outreach specialist Ryan Johnson (left) helps demonstrate the project’s new website for some
of the attendees at the event. Attendees got hands-on demonstrations and heard about how the
project will help make Minnesota families more economically stable. The tool is available to
anyone at www.bridgetobenefits.org. See story on page 5.



More State Lawmakers Voted on Behalf of Kids in 2007

early two-thirds of Minnesota state
N legislators voted strongly on behalf of

the state’s 1.2 million children and their
families in 2007, according to the Children’s
Defense Fund (CDF) Action Council’s annual
legislative scorecard released recently.

The scorecard rated legislators on key 2007
votes that had a significant impact on the well-
being of children, with a special focus on efforts
to reverse the fast-growing number of kids

State Senator Marty was named Children’s
Champion in 2006 for his votes on behalf of
children (shown here with CDF-Minnesota’s
Carole Specktor). This year 37 members of the
House received the honor.

without health coverage. The votes also included
issues such as child care, and early education
programs, as well as votes on prohibiting
smoking in indoor public places, and support
for a minimum wage increase. Budget votes
were also included.

“A strong majority of Minnesota legislators
understand how important it is to the future of
our state to invest in children,” said Jim Koppel,
Director of Children’s Defense Fund Minnesota.
“Their votes on behalf of children in 2007 led
to some important progress on key issues.
Unfortunately, we still have 20 percent of our
legislators who did not vote for even one of
these initiatives. With 85,000 Minnesota
children living without health coverage and a
steep rise in the number living poverty, we have
a lot of work to do to ensure children’s basic
needs are met.”

Forty-two of 67 Senators
(63 percent) scored 83% or
above on the five votes
important to child well-
being tracked in the
scorecard. Forty Senators
received a perfect 100%.
Sixteen Senators (24
percent) voted with the
CDF Action Council
position just 20 percent or less of the time, with
11 receiving a score of 0%.

The 134-member House had 84 members
score 80% or higher on the six votes tracked,
with 58 members voting with the CDF Action
Council position 100% of the time. Thirty-six
House members scored just 17% or less on the
key votes, with 29 of those scoring 0%.

Progress made in 2007 on Issues
Impacting Children

Koppel said the 2007 Legislature had a key
opportunity to enact the Children’s Health
Security Act (CHSA), which would have provid-
ed health coverage for all Minnesota children.
While the legislation passed the House after sev-
eral attempts to kill it or weaken it, the measure
was not enacted in final legislation. The bill did
provide the impetus, however, for lawmakers to
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expand health cover-

age for an additional

35,000 children
beginning in 2008.

Lawmakers also
added resources to
allow more working
families to get needed
child care assistance,
and increased
investment in other early education programs.
“We know very well that every dollar we

invest in children comes back to our state many
fold over a child’s life,” Koppel said. “That’s why
it is very encouraging to have so many
lawmakers voting for policies that improve child
well-being. Now we need to build on that
progress and finish the work we have started to
ensure we do the best we can for all Minnesota
children and their families.”

Scorecard

ABOUT THE CDF ACTION COUNCIL

The CDF Action Council educates the nation
about the needs of children and encourages
preventive investments in their well-being.
It began as a private, nonprofit organization
under Section 501(c)(4) of the Internal
Revenue Code. It has never accepted
government funds.

The CDF Action Council recognized
lawmakers as “Legislative Children’s
Champions” if they scored 100% on
the key votes for children in 2007
and also signed onto the Children’s
Health Security Act and voted against
attempts to weaken or kill the meas-
ure. Thirty-seven members of the
House received that honor.

Those named Legislative Children’s
Champions, include: Reps. Karla

Bigham, David Bly, Kathy Brynaert,
Karen Clark, Jim Davnie, Augustine

Thirty-Seven Lawmakers Named “Legislative
Children’s Champions” for 2007 Votes

“Willie Dominguez, Mindy Greiling,
Alice Hausman, Debra Hilstrom, Frank
Hornstein, Melissa Hortman, Thomas
Huntley, Sheldon Johnson, Al Juhnke,
Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Scott
Kranz, John Lesch, Tina Liebling, Leon
Lillie, Diane Loeffler, Terry Morrow, Joe
Mullery, Erin Murphy, Mary Murphy,
Michael Nelson, Michael Paymar,
Sandra Peterson, Jeanne Poppe, Steve
Simon, Nora Slawik, Linda Slocum,
Paul Thissen, Tom Tillberry, Jean
Wagenius, Neva Walker, and Ryan
Winkler.




