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Minnesota KIDS COUNT is a project of the
Children’s Defense Fund Minnesota.

Minnesota KIDS COUNT releases periodic reports and an annual data book to
provide a statistical profile of Minnesota’s children and suggestions for
action on their behalf. This data book was made possible through funds
provided by the Annie E. Casey Foundation.

Any or all portions of this report may be reproduced without prior
permission, provided the source is cited.

Additional copies of this book are available for $15,
including postage and handling, from:

Children’s Defense Fund Minnesota
200 University Ave. W., Suite 210
St. Paul, MN 55103
651-855-1183

Please inquire about rates for bulk orders.

County pages are available on the web at
http://www.cdf-mn.org/kidscount.html

Up to three complimentary county pages can be ordered
by calling 651-855-1183.
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Minnesota Kids: A Closer Look
2004 Data Book

produced by
Children’s Defense Fund Minnesota

The Mission of the Children’s Defense Fund is to Leave No Child Behind and to
ensure every child a Healthy Start, Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start, and a Moral

Start in life and successful passage to adulthood with the help of caring families

and communities. CDF provides a strong, effective voice for all children of America
who cannot vote, lobby, or speak for themselves. We pay particular attention to the
needs of poor and minority children and those with disabilities. CDF educates the
nation about the needs of children and encourages preventive investment before
they get sick or into trouble, drop out of school, or suffer family breakdown. CDF

began in 1973 and is a private, nonprofit organization supported by foundations,
corporation grants and individual donations and does not receive government

funds. In 1985, CDF established the St. Paul office to direct its efforts in Minnesota
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Access the data in this book in
an interactive format, and find
out about national

KIDS COUNT data and

KIDS COUNT projects throughout
the United States

at http://www.kidscount.org
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INTRODUCTION

Minnesota consistently ranks number one in
national surveys of child well-being. What does this
mean? Statistically speaking, it means that more
Minnesota children are healthy, safe, economically
secure and well-educated than any other state in
this nation.

One way to interpret this outcome is that
Minnesotans value the well-being of their children,
and have traditionally expressed a strong public
commitment to children through public investments.
Through this commitment over the past decades,
Minnesota has made great progress in areas such as
adolescent births, youth crime and violence, and
child immunizations.

However, this progress will only be sustained
by continued commitment. Recent legislative deci-
sions proved to be devastating for many children, as
many public programs that directly impact children
were diminished or completely eliminated. It's too
early to see the impact of these cuts from a statisti-
cal perspective, yet state-by-state comparisons sug-
gest that the lack of public commitment will lead to
a lack of positive outcomes. Our investments reflect
our priorities and children should be a priority.

Minnesota Children in 2002

All Minnesota children deserve a fair start in life.

Too many Minnesota children live in families
that have inadequate financial resources to make
ends meet.

« One in eleven Minnesota children lived below the
poverty line (about $18,000 for a family of four.)

* One in twelve children received food support
(their families made less than $23,000 for a fami-
ly of four.)

* One in four Minnesota children received
free/reduced-price school lunches (less than
$33,000 for a family of four.)

These indicators all improved or held steady
during the economic prosperity of the 1990s, but in
the last year of available data, the percentage of
children receiving food stamps and participating in
free or reduced-price lunch programs is increasing.

All Minnesota children deserve a healthy start in
life.

Too many Minnesota children do not have a
good start at birth, some children are not fully
immunized, and asthma remains a serious health
concern for many Minnesota children.

+ Over 1,600 adolescents gave birth in 2002.

* One out of every sixteen Minnesota babies was
born at low birth weight.

* One in five Minnesota two-year-olds is not fully
immunized.

» There were 1,500 hospitalizations due to asthma.

Introduction, continued on p. 3
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Introduction, continued from p. 2

Minnesota has made excellent progress in
reducing teen births; teen birth rates have
decreased by 26% over the past ten years. The per-
centage of children not receiving their immuniza-
tions was also cut in half during that time. However,
the percent of children born at low birth weight has
climbed 249% during the same period, and asthma
hospitalization rates have not decreased substan-
tially.

All Minnesota children deserve a head start in life.

Too many Minnesota children are changing
schools during the school year, are dropping out of
school, or are not ready for kindergarten.

« Fifteen percent of the enrollment in Minnesota
schools changed schools at least once during the
school year. This has increased 14% during the
last decade.

» Almost 11,000 Minnesota students dropped out of
school in 2001-02. This rate decreased during
the decade.

» Between 2% and 12% of Minnesota kindergart-
ners were assessed as "not yet ready” for school,

INTRODUCTION, continued

depending on the domain (physical, social, arts,
language or math.)

All Minnesota children deserve a safe start in life.

Too many Minnesota children are affected by
crime, abuse, and injuries.

+ 18,509 Minnesota children were arrested for seri-
ous crime in 2002. This number has been cut by
more than half over the last ten years.

+ About 10,000 Minnesota children every year
have a substantiated report of child abuse and
neglect, and another 5,300 enter the child wel-
fare system through a new “alternative response”
program. About 17,000 children are placed in
foster care or group homes away from their fami-
lies.

» 218 Minnesota children died preventable deaths
from homicide, suicide or injury.

The data in this publication helps Minnesotans
see where they are succeeding and where they
need to do more. With this information, Minnesota
citizens and policy makers can recommit themselves
to ensure that no child is left behind.

If you would like to join us in these efforts,
please call 651-227-6121 or visit our web site at
http://www.cdf-mn.org.
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