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State Level Data

CT= Data also available by county on KIDS COUNT Data Center website: http://datacenter.kidscount.org

Demographics Year Number Percent/Rate
 Total population 2009 5,266,214  

CT Child population, as % of total population 2009 1,260,797 23.9%

CT Children 0-4, as % of children 2009 363,975 28.9%

CT Children 5-13, as % of children 2009 612,477 48.6%

CT Children 14-17, as % of children 2009 284,345 22.6%

 Children by race/ethnicity    

    White, non-Hispanic, as % of children 2009 1,036,460 82.2%

    Black, non-Hispanic, as % of children 2009 89,815 7.1%

    American Indian, non-Hispanic, as % of children 2009 23,795 1.9%

    Asian, non-Hispanic, as % of children 2009 65,173 5.2%

    Native Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander, non-Hispanic, as % of  children 2009 1,303 0.1%

    Hispanic or Latino children, as % of children 2009 94,442 7.5%

 Female children 2009 644,918 51.2%

 Male children 2009 615,879 48.8%
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Family structure

CT= Data also available by county on KIDS COUNT Data Center website: http://datacenter.kidscount.org

Family structure Year Number Percent/Rate
 Households raising children, as % of all households 2009 660,122  31.6%

 Children in households    

    with married adults, as % of children in households 2009 923,000 74%

    with mother only, as % of children in households 2009 241,000 19%

    with father only, as % of children in households 2009 80,000 6%

 Children being raised by unmarried, cohabitating partners, as % of children 2009 90,000 7%

 Children in immigrant families (child and/or parent is foreign-born), as % of 
children 2009 192,000 15%

CT Total births, rate per 1,000 2009 70,617 13.4

 Births to US-born mothers 2009 57,751 81.9%

 Births to foreign-born mothers 2009 12,757 18.1%

 Children born to married mothers, as % of births 2009 49,929 66.5%

CT Children born to unmarried mothers, as % of births 2009 23,675 33.5%

CT Children born with no father on the birth certificate, as % of births 2009 8.8%

CT Children born to teenage (ages 15-17) mothers, rate per 1,000 15- to 17- year-
olds, 2007-2009 2009 1,205 12.8

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American 
Community Survey.

Children in Poverty by 
Family Marital Status, 2009

Children Born to Teen Mothers,1994–2007 
(3 Year Average; Rate per 1,000)

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics.
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Economic insecurity

CT= Data also available by county on KIDS COUNT Data Center website: http://datacenter.kidscount.org

economic insecurity Year Number Percent/Rate
CT Children in poverty 2009 174,000 14%

CT Children in extreme poverty 2009 78,000 6%

 Children ages 0-5 years living in poverty 2009 66,000 16%

 Children below 200% of poverty 2009 404,000 33%

 White children in poverty 2009 79,000 8%

 African American children in poverty 2009 35,000 47%

 Asian children in poverty 2009 13,000 22%

 American Indian children in poverty 2005–2009 6,426 39%

 Hispanic children in poverty 2009 29,000 32%

Immigrant children in poverty 2009 52,000 27%

 Families with children in poverty 2009 75,000 12%

 Married-couple families with children in poverty 2009 22,000 5%

 Single-parent families with children in poverty 2009 53,000 29%

CT Entire population in poverty 2009 563,000 11%

Children in Poverty by Race and Ethnicity, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.

* American Indian estimate is based on the 2005–2009 American Community Survey five-year estimates.
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Children in Poverty, Minnesota, 1993–2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey. NOTE: A rank of 1 indicates the highest child poverty rate..

Minnesota ranks 5th best among White children living in poverty, while ranking last in Asian children living in poverty 
and 5th worst for African American children living in poverty. Hispanic children living in poverty in Minnesota ranked 
15th across the states with 32%.
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Programs that promote economic security

CT= Data also available by county on KIDS COUNT Data Center website: http://datacenter.kidscount.org

Programs that Promote economic Security Year Number
Percent/
Rate

 Families in the Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) 2009 35,689  

      In child-only cases 2009 11,392  

      In adult-eligible cases 2009 24,297  

      Children in Tribal TANF cases 2009 446  

 Children served by Head Start or Early Head Start 2009 17,043  

CT Average monthly enrollment of children in Medical Assistance 2010 305,962  

CT Average monthly enrollment of children in MinnesotaCare 2010 33,842  

 Average monthly enrollment of children in the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP)    

      Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) or Transition Year receiving CCAP 2009 15,494  

      Basic Sliding Fee receiving CCAP 2009 15,932  

 Families on waiting lists for CCAP Oct-10 3,932  

 Average monthly participation in the WIC nutrition program 2009 141,598  

      Women (pregnant, breastfeeding and post-partum) 2009 32,600  

      Infants (less than 1 year old), as % of children under age 1 2009 31,675  

      Children (1 to 5 years old), as % of children age 1 to 5 2009 77,322  

CT Average monthly enrollment of children receiving Food Support, as a % of children 2010 200,138 15.9%

 Children in the Summer Food Service Program (average daily participation), as % of 
those enrolled in free and reduced-price school lunches 2009 32,504 11.1%

CT K-12 students approved for free or reduced-price school lunch, as % of K-12 students 2010 301,974 36.7%

CT Students enrolled in K-12 public schools 2010 823,235  

 Per-pupil expenditures 2008 $10,396  

CT K-12 public school students with Limited English Proficiency, as % of K-12 public school 
students

2010 55,286 6.7%

CT K-12 public school students enrolled in special education, as a % of K-12 public school 
students

2010 109,552 13.3%

CT Tax Households who claimed the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), as % of tax 
households

TY2007 293,983 11%

CT Total value of the EITC TY2007 $510,902,309
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Per Pupil Education Spending, 1998–2008

Children Receiving Food Support or Free and Reduced Lunch, 2000–2010

Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Revenues and Expenditures for Public Elementary and Secondary Education accessed through  
http://www.edcounts.org/createtable/step1.php

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services and Minnesota Department of Education.
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economic security

CT= Data also available by county on KIDS COUNT Data Center website: http://datacenter.kidscount.org

economic security Year Number
Percent/
Rate

CT Median annual income of families raising children 2009 $69,746  

 Median annual income of White Families 2009 $71,703  

 Median annual income of African American families 2009 $32,519  

 Median annual income of Asian families 2009 $66,309  

 Median annual income of American Indian families 2009 $34,690  

 Median annual income of Hispanic families 2009 $37,298  

 Families with all resident parents in the workforce, as % of families 2009 474,404 76.1%

 Children under age 6 with all available parents in the workforce, as % of children under age 6 2009 303,000 72%

 Married-couple families with both parents in the workforce 2009  76.6%

 Female-headed families in the workforce 2009  61.9%

 Male-headed families in the workforce 2009  24.4%

 Children living in families where no parent has full-time, year-round employment 2009 317,000 25%

 Maternal education of mother at child's birth    

 College + 2009 10,337 14.9%

 College 2009 34,468 49.8%

 4-years of high school 2009 16,970 24.5%

 Less than 4-years of high school 2009 7,481 10.8%

 Female-headed households receiving child support, as % of households headed by unmarried 
women 2007–2009 41,000 37%

CT Percent of families collecting child support 2009  67%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American 
Community Survey

Children Under Age 6 with 
All Available Parents in the 
Workforce, 2009

Workforce Participation in Minnesota Families, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey.
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Challenges to Success

CT= Data also available by county on KIDS COUNT Data Center website: http://datacenter.kidscount.org

Challenges to success Year Number
Percent/
Rate

CT Children born to mothers who received late or inadequate prenatal care, as % of births 2009  2.3%

CT Children born at low-birthweight, as % of children 2009 3,294 4.8%

 Children without health insurance, as % of children 2007-2009 76,000 6%

 Households that are "food insecure" 2007-2009 222,000 10.5%

 Households with children that are food insecure (Midwest region) 2009 715,000 8.4%

CT Children under age 6 testing positive for lead poisoning 2009 778  

 Children living in crowded housing 2009 102,000 8%

 Children in low-income neighborhoods where housing costs exceed 30% of income, as % of 
children 2009 271,000 67%

 Homeless children with their parents, as a % of the homeless population 2009 3,251 34%

 Unaccompanied minors, ages 12–17, as a % of the homeless population 2009 227 2%

Homeless families 2009 1,445

Children without a vehicle at home 2009 47,000 4%

 Children without a telephone at home 2009 11,000  1%

CT Cost of center-based child care    

CT     Infant 2010 $13,441  

CT     Toddler 2010 $11,512  

CT     Preschooler 2010 $10,285  

CT     School-Age 2010 $9,182  

CT Cost of family-based child care    

CT     Infant 2010 $7,646  

CT     Toddler 2010 $7,233  

CT     Preschooler 2010 $6,871  

CT     School-Age 2010 $6,217  

CT Children abused or neglected, rate per 1,000 children 2009 4,645 3.7

CT Children in out-of-home placements, rate per 1,000 children 2009 11,699 9.3

CT Children in the Family Assessment Response program, rate per 1,000 children 2009 14,974 11.9

CT Students changing schools 2009 118,341 14.5%

CT Students who graduated in 4 years 2009  55,473 74.9% 

CT Students who dropped out in 4 years 2009  4,105 5.5%

 Student scoring proficient or higher in 4th grade reading 2009  37%

 Student scoring proficient or higher in 4th grade mathematics 2009  54%

 Student scoring proficient or higher in 8th grade reading 2009  38%

 Student scoring proficient or higher in 8th grade mathematics 2009  47%

CT Children who died from unintentional injuries 2009 81  

CT Children who committed suicide 2009 25  

CT Children who were murdered 2009 18  

CT Children age 10-17 arrested for serious crimes, rate per 1,000 children 2009 11,351  20.5
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Minnesota’s Homeless Population, 2009

Source: Wilder Research. (2010) 2009 Statewide Survey of Homelessness. Saint Paul, MN: Wilder 
Research.

Low-Birthweight Babies in Minnesota, 1990–2007

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics.
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Rate of Children in Out-of-Home Placement by Race and Ethnicity, 2009 (rate per 1,000)

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services. (July 2009) Minnesota’s Child Welfare Report for 2008. #DHS-5408A-ENG8-09.
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KIDS COUNT Data Center

datacenter.kidscount.org

In March of 2009, the KIDS COUNT Data 

Center merged with the Community Level 

Information on Kids (CLIKs) website 

to create one inclusive data center on 

child well-being. The KIDS COUNT Data 

Center provides one comprehensive 

website of national, state, and local 

information to help community members 

stay up-to-date on key trends in child 

well-being. The website allows users to 

easily create custom reports, compare 

data for different areas, and design 

impressive graphics that can be added 

to presentations or reports. Below is a 

quick overview of the website’s features.

Data Across States

The KIDS COUNT Data Center: Data Across States 

contains more than 100 measures of child well-being 

at the national, state, and city level. Data Across States 

includes the most recent data available on Demographics, 

Education, Economic Well-Being, Family and Community, 

Health, and Safety and Risky Behaviors for the U.S., all 

50 states, D.C., Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. It 

also features data for the 50 largest U.S. cities, including 

Minneapolis. Users can rank states on any indicator (first 

to last, or highest to lowest for a particular indicator), 

as well as download raw data to further manipulate the 

information available. 

Data by State (formerly CLIKS)

The KIDS COUNT Data Center: Data by State provides 

state and county-level data for all 87 counties in 

Minnesota. These data are collected 

by KIDS COUNT grantees (including 

Children’s Defense Fund-Minnesota) 

for use in their data books and other 

publications. Trend data is also 

available for all indicators so users can 

track information over time. 

All county-level data that were 

previously published in the Minnesota 

KIDS COUNT Data Book are available 

through the interactive Kids Count 

Data Center website. The data on the 

website are conveniently organized by 

the following categories: Demographics, 

Education, Economic Well-Being, 

Family and Community, Health, and 

Safety and Risky Behaviors.

The Data Center allows users to create data profiles of 

indicators and communities, line graphs to observe trends 

over time, and color-coded maps that reveal county-level 

variation and patterns. Users can also rank counties (first 

to last, or highest to lowest for a particular indicator), 

as well as download raw data to further manipulate the 

information available. 

County-Level Fact Sheets

Additionally, the Children’s Defense Fund-Minnesota has 

taken the county level information available on the Data 

Center website and created county specific fact sheets 

for each of the 87 counties. One-page fact sheets can be 

found on the Children’s Defense Fund-Minnesota website 

(www.cdf-mn.org) in PDF format for those interested in 

county level data for any specific county. 

KIDS COUNT Online Data: By State, County, and City

An example of a county fact sheet 

developed from the Data Center.
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Technical Notes
“Children” if not otherwise defined refers to those under age 18 (0-17). A “parent” 
may be either biological, adoptive, or a stepparent. “Families” refer to a parent 
raising one or more children in their household. A “household” may contain a single 
family, more than one family, a family and one or more sub-families (such as three 
generations living together), or it may contain members that are unrelated. Total and 
sub-group child populations used for calculating most rates are from the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s Population Estimates for July 1, 2009, or the year that corresponds to the 
data.

The data for many indicators comes from the 2009 American Community Survey 
(ACS), a nationwide survey of households conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau.

Statewide poverty estimates are based upon the universe for which poverty status is 
determined in the 2009 ACS. Poverty status is not determined for people in military 
barracks, institutional quarters, or for unrelated individuals under age 18 (such as 
foster children). The federal poverty definition consists of a series of thresholds based 
on family size and composition.

Some data presented in this book are reflective of actual counts, while other data are 
obtained from survey estimates. In the later case, we have rounded many figures to 
the nearest 500 or 1,000 to emphasize that the figure is an estimate, which contains 
a margin of error. For additional information about sampling methodology and 
confidence intervals, please refer to the original data source or contact the Children’s 
Defense Fund-Minnesota.
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Data Notes

Demographics (p. 14)
Total population, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates for July 1, 2009. 

Child population, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates for July 1, 2009. 

Child population by age group, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates for July 1, 2009. 

Child population by race/ethnicity, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates for July 1, 2009. Note: Hispanic/
Latino children are not counted in racial groupings.

Child population by gender, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates for July 1, 2009. 

Family Structure (p. 15)
Households raising children, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: See detailed 
table B11005. Includes all households containing children, regardless of child’s 
relationship to householder.

Children in households, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis by 
Population Reference Bureau. See detailed table B23008. Universe only includes 
children being raised by parents. 

Children being raised by unmarried, cohabitating partners, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis by 
Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. Unmarried, 
cohabitating partner may be of either sex. Includes children living with two unmarried 
parents.

Children in immigrant families, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis by 
Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. Refers to families 
where either a child was not born in the United States, or the child has at least one 
parent not born in the U.S., or both. Does not indicate immigration status.

Total births, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics. 2010 Minnesota 
County Health Tables, Natality Table 1. Note: Refers to live births only.

Births to US-born mothers, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics, Health Statistics 
Portal. Minnesota Vital Statistics Interactive Queries. Retrieved from the Internet: 
https://pqc.health.state.mn.us/mhsq/frontPage.jsp

Births to foreign-born mothers, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics, Health Statistics 
Portal. Minnesota Vital Statistics Interactive Queries. Retrieved from the Internet: 
https://pqc.health.state.mn.us/mhsq/frontPage.jsp

Children born to married mothers, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics. 2010 Minnesota 
County Health Tables, Natality Table 8. 

Children born to unmarried mothers, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics. 2010 Minnesota 
County Health Tables, Natality Table 8. 

Children born with no father on birth certificate, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics. 2010 Minnesota 
County Health Tables, Natality Table 8. 

Children born to teenage (15-17) mothers, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics. 2010 Minnesota 
County Health Tables, Natality Table 7. Note: Due to small numbers, rate represents 
3-year average for 2007-2009; rate given per 1,000 teenage girls age 15 to 17.
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Economic Insecurity (p. 16)
Children in poverty, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis by 
Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online or detailed tables 
B17010 and B17006. Refers to children who live in families with annual incomes 
below the federal poverty thresholds, as defined by the U.S. Office of Management 
and Budget. In 2009, the poverty threshold for a family of four with two children was 
$22,050. Poverty estimates are based upon the universe for which poverty status is 
determined. Notably, foster children are not included. 

Children in extreme poverty, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis 
by Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. Refers to 
children who live in families with an annual income of less than half of the federal 
poverty thresholds, as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. In 
2009, half of the poverty threshold for a family of four with two children was $11,025. 
Poverty estimates are based upon the universe for which poverty status is determined. 
Notably, foster children are not included.

Children ages 0-5 living in poverty, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis 
by Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. Refers to 
children age 0-5 living in families with annual incomes below the federal poverty 
thresholds, as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. In 2009, the 
poverty threshold for a family of four with two children was $22,050. Poverty estimates 
are based upon the universe for which poverty status is determined. Notably, foster 
children are not included.

Children below 200% of the poverty line, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis 
by Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. Refers to 
children who live in families with an annual income of less than half of the federal 
poverty thresholds, as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. In 2009, 
200% of the poverty threshold for a family of four with two children was $44,100. 
Poverty estimates are based upon the universe for which poverty status is determined. 
Notably, foster children are not included.

Children in poverty by race/ethnicity, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis by 
Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. Note: Race/
ethnic groups represented in this table are not mutually exclusive. The category of 
White includes only non-Hispanic White. The categories Black or African American, 
American Indian, and Asian and Pacific Islander include both Hispanic and non-
Hispanic. Those in the Hispanic or Latino category include those identified as being in 
one of the non-White race groups. Data for American Indian children is from the U.S. 
Census Bureau, 2005–2009 American Community Survey five-year estimate.

Immigrant children in poverty, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis 
by Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. Refers to 
children who live in immigrant families with annual incomes below the federal poverty 
thresholds, as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. In 2009, the 
poverty threshold for a family of four with two children was $22,050. Poverty estimates 
are based upon the universe for which poverty status is determined. Notably, foster 
children are not included.

Families with children in poverty, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Refers to the share 
of families with related children under age 18 that have incomes below the federal 
poverty level, as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. In 2009, the 
poverty threshold for a family of four with two children was $22,050. Poverty estimates 
are based upon the universe for which poverty status is determined. Notably, foster 
children are not included.

Married-couple households with children in poverty, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Refers to the share 
of married-couple families with related children under age 18 that have incomes below 
the federal poverty level, as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. In 
2009, the poverty threshold for a family of four with two children was $22,050. Poverty 
estimates are based upon the universe for which poverty status is determined. Notably, 
foster children are not included.

Single-parent households with children in poverty, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Refers to the share 
of single-parent families with related children under age 18 that have incomes below 
the federal poverty level, as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. 
In 2009, the poverty threshold for a family of three was $18,310. Poverty estimates 
are based upon the universe for which poverty status is determined. Notably, foster 
children are not included.

Entire population in poverty, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Refers to individuals 
(children or adults) with annual incomes below the federal poverty thresholds, as 
defined by the U.S. Office of Management and Budget. In 2009, the poverty threshold 
for a family of four with two children was $22,050. Poverty estimates are based upon 
the universe for which poverty status is determined. Notably, foster children are not 
included.

Programs that Promote Economic Security (p. 18)
Families in the Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP), 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services. Program Assessment and Integrity 
Division. Minnesota Family Investment Program and the Diversionary Work Program: 
Characteristics of December 2009 Cases and Eligible Adults (July 2010). Retrieved 
from the Internet: https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-4219L-ENG.

Children served by Head Start or Early Head Start, 2009

Source: 2010 Head Start Program Information Report. Note: Total number of children 
enrolled in state or federally funded Head Start programs for any period of time.

Average monthly enrollment of children in Medical Assistance, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services, Reports & Forecasts Division. 
Note: Includes children in MFIP households. Refers to children below age 18, 
although 18- to 20-year-olds are eligible to receive Medical Assistance. Child’s 
age calculated as of July 1, 2009. Children are counted in only one county even if 
they moved during the year. Children are counted in both Medical Assistance and 
MinnesotaCare enrollee counts if they were enrolled in both programs during the year.

Average monthly enrollment of children in MinnesotaCare, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services, Reports & Forecasts Division. 
Note: Refers to children below age 18. Child’s age calculated as of July 1, 2009. 
Children are counted in only one county even if they moved during the year. Children 
are counted in both Medical Assistance and MinnesotaCare enrollee counts if they 
were enrolled in both programs during the year.

Average monthly enrollment of children in the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP), 
2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services, Reports and Forecasts Division. 
Family Self-Sufficiency and Health Care Program Statistics, October 2010. Note: 
Monthly averages of children receiving CCAP including MFIP, TY and BSF families 
during state fiscal year 2009 (July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009). 

Families on the waiting list for CCAP, October 2010

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services. Note: The October 2010 waiting 
list was the most recent available at the time of publication.

Average monthly participation in the WIC nutrition program, 2009

Source: Food Action and Research Center, State of the States 2010, Minnesota page. 
Note: Data is for fiscal year 2009. Rates were calculated by dividing the participation 
figures by the U.S. Census Bureau’s population estimates for 2009 for that age group. 
WIC is officially called the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, 
and Children.

Average monthly enrollment of children receiving Food Support, 2010

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services, MAXIS Data Warehouse. Note: 
Average monthly enrollment during calendar year 2010 of unique children in Food 
Support households. Includes children from MFIP Food Portion cases. Count of 
children only includes Food Support-eligible children in the household. Children were 
defined as persons who had not reached their 18th birthday, regardless of relationship 
to other household members.

Children in summer food service program (average daily participation), 2009

Source: Food Action and Research Center, State of the States 2010, Minnesota page. 
Note: Average daily participation during the month of July (busiest month). Rate is 
calculated by dividing summer participation figure by free and reduced-price school 
lunch enrollment figure.
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K-12 students approved for free or reduced-price school lunch, 2010

Source: Minnesota Department of Education, Data Downloads, 2010-11, Enrollments-
County-Special Populations spreadsheet. Note: The number of K-12 public school 
children approved for free or reduced price lunches as of October 1, 2010. Not all 
eligible children participate, and the counts do not include children who attend private 
schools or home-schooled children. Schools are assigned to the county where the 
district office is located.

Students enrolled in K-12 public schools, 2010

Source: Minnesota Department of Education, Minnesota Education Statistics Summary 
2009-2010. Note: Count as of October 1, 2010. 

Per pupil expenditures, 2008

Source: National Center for Education Statistics, Revenues and Expenditures for 
Public Elementary and Secondary Education accessed through http://www.edcounts.
org/createtable/step1.php. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. Note: Per-pupil 
educational expenditures are adjusted for regional cost differences using the National 
Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Geographic Cost of Education Index. 

K-12 public school students with limited English proficiency, 2010

Source: Minnesota Department of Education, Data Downloads, 2010-11 Enrollments-
County-Special Populations spreadsheet. Note: Count as of October 1, 2010. Schools 
are assigned to the county where their district offices are located.

K-12 public school students enrolled in special education, 2010

Source: Minnesota Department of Education, Data Downloads, 2010-11 Enrollments-
County-Special Populations spreadsheet. Note: Count as of October 1, 2010. Schools 
are assigned to the county where their district offices are located.

Tax households who claimed the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), 2008 (Tax Year 2007)

Source: Internal Revenue Service, 2007. Stakeholder Partnerships, Education & 
Communication (SPEC) Tax Return Information Database for Tax Year 2007. Note: 
Data retrieved from The Brookings Institution, EITC Interactive: http://www.brookings.
edu/projects/EITC.aspx. A tax household is the unit containing all people listed on a 
single tax return.

Total value of the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), 2008 (Tax Year 2007)

Source: Internal Revenue Service, 2007. Stakeholder Partnerships, Education & 
Communication (SPEC) Tax Return Information Database for Tax Year 2007. Note: 
Data retrieved from The Brookings Institution, EITC Interactive: http://www.brookings.
edu/projects/EITC.aspx. A tax household is the unit containing all people listed on a 
single tax return. Total value includes the amount paid to offset any tax liability plus the 
remaining value paid as a refundable credit to the tax household.

Economic Security (p. 20)
Median annual income of families raising children, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Given in 2009 
inflation-adjusted dollars. Median annual income for families with related children 
under age 18 living in the household. The median income is the dollar amount that 
divides the income distribution into two equal groups.

Median family income by race/ethnicity, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: See tables 
B19113A, B, C, D, E, and I. Given in 2009 inflation-adjusted dollars. Median annual 
income for families with related children under age 18 living in the household. The 
median income is the dollar amount that divides the income distribution into two equal 
groups.

Families with all resident parents in the workforce, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: See detailed 
table C23007. Refers to parents who are in the civilian labor force, including persons 
who are employed and those who are unemployed but looking for work. Resident 
means the parent lives in the home with the child.

Children under age 6 with all available parents in the workforce, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis by 
Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. Due to significant 
changes to the American Community Survey questions on labor force participation and 
number of weeks worked starting in 2008, comparisons to previous years’ estimates 
are not recommended.

Married-couple families with both parents in the workforce, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: See detailed 
table S2302. Due to significant changes to the American Community Survey 
questions on labor force participation and number of weeks worked starting in 2008, 
comparisons to previous years’ estimates are not recommended.

Female-headed families in the workforce, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: See detailed 
table S2302. Due to significant changes to the American Community Survey 
questions on labor force participation and number of weeks worked starting in 2008, 
comparisons to previous years’ estimates are not recommended.

Male-headed families in the workforce, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: See detailed 
table S2302. Due to significant changes to the American Community Survey 
questions on labor force participation and number of weeks worked starting in 2008, 
comparisons to previous years’ estimates are not recommended.

Children living in families where no parent has full-time, year-round employment, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis by 
Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. For children 
living in single-parent families, this means the resident parent did not work at least 35 
hours per week, at least 50 weeks in the 12 months prior to the survey. For children 
living in married-couple families, this means neither parent worked at least 35 hours 
per week, at least 50 weeks in the 12 months prior to the survey. Due to significant 
changes to the American Community Survey questions on labor force participation and 
number of weeks worked starting in 2008, comparisons to previous years’ estimates 
are not recommended. 

Maternal education at child’s birth, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics, Health Statistics 
Portal. Minnesota Vital Statistics Interactive Queries. Retrieved from the Internet: 
https://pqc.health.state.mn.us/mhsq/frontPage.jsp

Female-headed households who are receiving child support, 2007–2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic 
Supplement, 2010. Note: Analysis by Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT 
Data Center online. Families headed by an unmarried woman (living with one or more 
of her biological, step-, or adopted children) receiving child support payments during 
the previous calendar year.  Includes never-married persons under age 18 who are the 
sons or daughters of the head of household. Includes those receiving partial payment, 
as well as those receiving full payment. There is no child support award in place in 
many of these families. Rate represents a three year average.

Percent of families collecting child support, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services, Child Support Performance Report 
2009. Retrieved from the Internet: http://www.dhs.state.mn.us

Challenges to Success (p. 21)
Children born to mothers who received late or inadequate prenatal care, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics. 2010 Minnesota 
County Health Tables, Natality Table 4. Note: “Inadequate” is defined as either no 
prenatal care, care beginning in the 3rd trimester, or an inadequate range of visits, 
regardless of when prenatal care began. Births are assigned to mother’s county of 
residence regardless where the birth occurred.

Children born at low-birthweight, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics. 2010 Minnesota 
County Health Tables, Natality Table 2. Note: Refers to live births during 2009 in which 
the child weighed less than 2500 grams at birth. Single births only; not multiples. 
Information is collected from birth certificates. Births are assigned to the mother’s 
county of residence, regardless where the birth occurred. 

Children without health insurance, 2008-2010

Source: Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplements, 2008-
2010. Note: Analysis by Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center 
online. A three-year average is used to increase the accuracy of the estimate.

Percent of houses that are food insecure, 2007-2009

Source: Economic Research Service/USDA, Household Food Security in the United 
States, 2009. Based on data from the 2009 Current Population Survey Food Security 
Supplement. 

Households with children that were food insecure, 2009

Source: Economic Research Service/USDA, Household Food Security in the United 
States, 2009. Based on data from the December 2009 Current Population Survey 
Food Security Supplement. Refers to households that include children in the Midwest 
geographic region (as defined by the Census). Sample size does not permit estimates 
among only Minnesota households with children.
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Children under age 6 testing positive for lead poisoning, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics. 2010 Minnesota 
County Health Tables, Environmental Health Tables. Note: Refers to children who were 
tested and found to have blood lead levels of 10 Micrograms per Deciliter (µg/dL) or 
greater.

Children living in crowded housing, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis by 
Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. “Crowded” is 
defined as households that have more than one person per room. 

Children in low-income neighborhoods where housing costs exceed 30 percent of 
income, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis by 
Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online. The share of 
children living in low-income households where more than 30 percent of the monthly 
income was spent on rent, mortgage payments, taxes, insurance, and/or related 
expenses. Low-income households are households with incomes less than 200 
percent of the federal poverty level, as defined by the U.S. Office of Management and 
Budget.

Homeless children with their parents, 2009

Source: 2009 Statewide Survey of Homelessness. Wilder Research, 2010.

Unaccompanied minors, ages 12-17, 2009

Source: 2009 Statewide Survey of Homelessness. Wilder Research, 2010.

Homeless families, 2009

 Source: 2009 Statewide Survey of Homelessness. Wilder Research, 2010.

Children without a vehicle at home, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis by 
Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online.

Children without a telephone at home, 2009

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 American Community Survey. Note: Analysis by 
Population Reference Bureau. See KIDS COUNT Data Center online.

Cost of family-based childcare, 2010

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services, 2010 Child Care Provider Rate 
Survey.

Cost of center-based childcare, 2010

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services, 2010 Child Care Provider Rate 
Survey.

Children abused or neglected, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services. Minnesota’s Child Welfare Report 
for 2009, July, 2010, #DHS-5408B-ENG 7-10. Note: Unique count of children during 
the year. The same child may have been the subject of multiple reports. 

Children in out-of-home placements, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services. Minnesota’s Child Welfare Report 
for 2009, July, 2010, #DHS-5408B-ENG 7-10. 

Children in the Family Assessment Response Program, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Human Services. Minnesota’s Child Welfare Report 
for 2009, July, 2010, #DHS-5408B-ENG 7-10. 

Students changing schools, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Education, Data Downloads, Student Mobility-
District Level, 2009-10. Note: Number of students transferring into, between and out 
of district before and during the school year. Data source is the Minnesota Automated 
Reporting Student System (MARSS).

Students who graduated in 4-years, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Education, Data Downloads. National Governors 
Association Graduation Rate (NGA). For the Class of 2008, the cohort of students was 
determined by counting first time ninth graders in 2005 plus transfers into the group 
minus transfers out over the next four years. The NGA rate only considers students 
who graduate in four years. The number of four-year graduates is divided by the total 
number of students in the cohort. The National Center for Education Statistics cites 
this rate as the NCES Exclusion-Adjusted Cohort Graduation Indicator. 

Students who dropped out in 4-years, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Education, Data Downloads. National Governors 
Association Graduation Rate (NGA). For the Class of 2008, the cohort of students was 
determined by counting first time ninth graders in 2005 plus transfers into the group 
minus transfers out over the next four years. The NGA rate only considers students 
who graduate in four years. The number of four-year graduates is divided by the total 
number of students in the cohort. The National Center for Education Statistics cites 
this rate as the NCES Exclusion-Adjusted Cohort Graduation Indicator. 

Children scoring at basic or proficient in mathematics in 4th and 8th grade, 2009

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National 
Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).

Children scoring at basic or proficient in reading in 4th and 8th grade, 2009

Source: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National 
Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).

Children who died from unintentional injuries, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics. 2010 Minnesota 
County Health Tables, Mortality Tables.

Children who committed suicide, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics. 2010 Minnesota 
County Health Tables, Mortality Tables.

Children who were murdered, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Health, Center for Health Statistics. 2010 Minnesota 
County Health Tables, Mortality Tables.

Children age 10-17 arrested for a serious crime, 2009

Source: Minnesota Department of Public Safety, 2009 Bureau of Criminal 
Apprehension, Minnesota Justice Information Services, Uniform Crime Report (July 
2010). U.S. Census Bureau, 2009 Population Projections. Note: Refers to arrests of 
juveniles age 10-17. Rate per 1,000 is calculated by dividing the number of juvenile 
arrests by the total number of children ages 10-17, then multiplying by 1,000. 
“Serious” crimes (Part I crimes) include murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, 
burglary, larceny, vehicle theft and arson. Not all children arrested for serious crimes 
may have committed these crimes, and not all children who committed serious crimes 
may have been arrested.
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